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Couple of the Year – Al and Debbie Dowell 

Your Next Gathering will be January 25, 2012 
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Contact Information 
Position 

Chapter Directors 

Name 

Rich and Debbie Bonham 

Phone 

748-9025 

Email Address 

richardbb@comcast.net 

Assistant Directors Vernon and Brenda Cook    795-1323 cooktazman@yahoo.com 

Chapter Educators 

Assist Chapter Educator 

MAD Coordinator 

Billy and Lee Russell 

Marty Link 

Position Available 

784-5844 

492-4253 

 

billywrussell@msn.com 

winger88gw@verizon.net 

 

Chapter Couple of the Year Al and Debbie Dowell  222-1303 Dsimba5@ 

Treasurer Bill McGill 264-9464 Bill.McGill@comcast.net 

Chapter Historian and Events Coordinator Marie Crow 674-1265 crowmg@unos.org 

Chapter Webmaster Richard Bonham 748-9025 richardbb@comcast.net 

Corresponding Secretary Ginny Broughton 598-4893 Tbgb12068@aol.com 

Membership Enhancement Div Ethel Nelmes  748-3742 Graneth1@verizon.net 

Food Coordinator 

Assistant Food Coordinator 

Brenda Cook 

Gretchen Phinney  

795-1323 

598-8691 

thegoodwitchbea@yahoo.com 

tkpcollins@comcast.net 

Phone Tree Coordinators Gretchen Phinney 

Ethel Nelmes  

598-8691 

748-3742 

tkpcollins@comcast.net  

graneth1@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor Ethel Nelmes  748-3742 graneth1@verizon.net 

Photo & Scrapbook Coordinator Hope Carneal 378-9301 vipfurniturerepair@gmail.com 
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GWRRA VA CHAPTER D 

JANUARY 2012 
 

SUN 

 

MON TUES WED THUR FRI SAT 

1 

NEW YEARS DAY 

RIDE 

 

2 3 4 5 

Jo Ann and Wyse 

Burton’s 

Anniversary  

6 7 

8 

Marty and 

Lawanna’s 

Anniversary 

9 10 

Chapter W 

Gathering 

Pietroe’s 7 PM 

11 12 13 14 

15 

Chapter U 

New Ashcake Rescue 

3 PM  

16 

Martin Luther 

King Day  

17 18 

Chapter E 

Fredericksburg 

19 20 

Tommy and 

Ginny’s 44th 

Anniversary  

Jackie W. 

Birthday 

21 

22 23 

Chinese New 

Year  

24 25 

Chapter D’s 

Gathering 

7 PM Candela’s 

26 

Ted and Ethel’s 

48th Anniversary 

27 28 

29 

 

 

 

 

 

 

30 31 Flower: 

Carnation 

and 

Snowdrop 

 

 

Birthstone: 

Garnet 

 

  

 

Sign: 

Capricorn 

 

 

 

 



 

RICH AND DEBBIE BONHAM, CHAPTER 

DIRECTORS NEWS   
 

As most of you have heard by now, we had a horrible 

accident take place during our New Years Day ride on the 1
st
. 

We had several members injured and damage to four bikes. 

We ask that you keep in your thoughts and prayers all of the 

injured from this accident. Debbie Bonham, Marty & 

Lawanna Link and we especially ask that you keep Steve 

Flournoy in your thoughts and prayers as he continues to recover from his very serious injuries. I 

consider Steve one of my best friends and when he is hurt I am hurt. 

 

Rather than dwell on this event I want to point out a few miracles that happened that day. First of 

all riding in our group were Lester and Kelly Critton. When Kelly saw the injuries and the 

severity of the injuries, her nursing training and experience went into high gear immediately. I 

consider that it was meant to be that she was on that ride that day. 

 

Passing us going the other direction when the accident occurred was a group of 85 bikes from the 

South Richmond Hog Group.  They are called Steel Horse Hog. They immediately stopped and 

began to assist in so many ways that we cannot thank them enough for all they did. In their group 

were also two nurses. I know the name of the one but not the other. Jolie jumped right in to assist 

Kelly in administrating immediate care to Steve. I consider all three of these fine people angels 

that without a doubt took control of a very serious condition and allowed Steve the opportunity 

to be transported to MCV and receive further medical attention. In addition Diane has said that 

Jolie visits with them regularly in the hospital. She continues to check up on Steve. Debbie and I 

will always be thankful for the efforts of these three nurses. Thank you from the bottom of our 

hearts. 

 

In addition to the three nurses that jumped right in, the GWRRA riders that were on the ride and 

all of the HOG members began to assist the other accident victims. For such a chaotic event, 

everyone reacted in a very professional, controlled manner. It was obvious that many of the 

HOG members and most of our GWRRA group as well had taken the proper training for 

handling such an event.  

 

The folks that were on that ride will never forget that day or we will forget the magnificent 

assistance that was given to us all. The Powhatan County EMS folks were fabulous, the fire 

department was fabulous, and the State Police and local law enforcement folks that responded 

were fabulous. Debbie and I wish we knew all the names of all those people that came to our 

assistance that day. We would like to hug every last one of them and thank them for what they 

did. 

 

It is time to put this day behind us and move forward. I am convinced that friends make the 

healing process go so much faster and better. This is a very special group we have here at 

GWRRA.  

Debbie and I would like to share with you one of our favorite quotes: 

―I would thank you from the bottom of my heart, but for you my heart has no bottom‖ – 

Unknown   Thank You,  Rich and Debbie Bonham 



 

 

 

 New Chapter Contest!  Rich is going Postal!  Come to the January 

meeting to find out the details of this new contest.    

   

 

   MARIE REPORTS THE NEWS (GOSSIP, RUMOR & HERESAY)  

    AND SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

DONATIONS TO THE HOMELESS HEARTS ARE WELCOME   
We are always collecting the individual soaps, shampoos, 

conditioners, lotions, etc. that you get from the hotels when traveling.  

Make sure you collect them for us and we will make sure that they get 

delivered to the YWCA Battered Women’s shelters.  Bring them to  

     our meetings. 

       Thanks for all your help during the year.   

 

2012 CALENDARS FOR LUCY CORR.  If you start to 

receive 2012 calendars and just don’t have a place for all of 

them, consider donating them to Lucy Corr for their residents.  

They give every resident a new calendar each year and also 

provide one to new residents when they move into the complex.  

Bring them to the Chapter D meetings or give them to a staff member.   

 

TUESDAY RIDES…If the weather is good (or even mediocre) you can 

guarantee there is a ride planned for somewhere.  Tommy Broughton and 

Ted Nelmes have planned some excellent rides this year and will continue 

to do so as long as we have people who want to ride.  If you want to be 

added to the Tuesday ride list, let them know. 

 

BINGO AT LUCY CORR VILLAGE is Friday, March 16, 2012 

at 6:30.  The residents love it when we come to play bingo with 

them.  We bring prizes and every one of them gets prize before 

they leave.  We have stuffed animals, boxes of tissues and creams 

and lotions for them.  Its great fun and the residents love to play 

bingo.  It’s a win, win event.  I’ll need volunteers to help so mark your calendar and 

let me know if you want to join us. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

RECOGNITION FOR OUTSTANDING SERVICE TO CHAPTER D 

 
Thanks to Bob and Hope Carneal for their dedicated service as 2011 COY and for 

representing us so well.  We appreciate your dedication and generosity with your time in 

serving the Chapter as 2011 COY. We recognize and thank you for your loyalty and 

contributions to the Chapter.   

We welcome Debbie and Al Dowell as our new 2012 Couple of the Year.  Check out their 

bio in this newsletter.  You will feel as I do that this couple is more than qualified and ready 

to serve.    

 

Thanks to Brenda Cook for her many years of dedication to the Chapter as our 

Corresponding Secretary.  We know the hours you put in sending out birthday, anniversary 

and get well cards to our members.  We appreciate your time and efforts with Chapter D.  

We welcome Ginny Broughton who has stepped up to this position. We know Ginny will do 

an outstanding job as well.   

 
Well wishes for those ill, injured or hospitalized.   Let’s please keep these fine folks 

in our hearts and prayers.  If you hear about someone being ill, please pass 

this info on to Ethel or Rich so we can note this in the newsletter.   

 

Jackie Westendorf is undergoing chemo every week. She’s not 

feeling too well so let’s all keep her in our thoughts.  Please let her 

know she has many friends that will help support her as she goes 

through this terrible ordeal.  Below is a note from Jackie: 
 

From Jackie Westendorf:  
"I would like to thank everyone for the beautiful card Tom brought back from the New Year's 
Dinner. I took off the book marker and put it in the new book I got for Christmas. I read during the 
chemo treatment, so it will always be with me.  
 
Second, there is no way I can thank you all for your thoughts and prayers. All I can tell you is that 
they are working as the cancer is shrinking and there are no new growths. I must admit that the 
treatments are difficult, the results are looking better and better all the time. So, again, thank you 
and don't stop." 
Thanks, Jackie  
 
Belle Miller will be going back in for her final colon surgery on the 31

st
 of January.  Her doctors are 

saying she is ready for the finishing touches.  Let’s all hope and pray this will go well and she will 

return to her good health soon.   

     JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS AND 

       

 ANNIVERSARIES TO  CELEBRATE 
 Birthdays    Anniversary 

Jackie Westendorf Jan 20   Wyse and JoAnn Burton Jan 5

      Marty and Lawanna Link Jan 8

     Tommy and Ginny Broughton Jan 20 

       Ted and Ethel Nelmes Jan 26 

 



 

 THE COOK’S CORNER by Debbie Bonham  

 

ROSE'S FAMOUS CHEESECAKE 

6 Graham crackers, crushed 

1 Cup plus 3 T sugar, divided 

3 T margarine, melted 

5 Pkg Cream Cheese 

3 T flour 

1 T vanilla 

1 Cup sour cream 

4 eggs 

Heat oven to 325 degrees. Line 9 x 13 pan with foil. Mix crumbs, 3 T sugar, and margarine. 

Press onto bottom of pan. Bake 10 minutes. 

Beat cream cheese, remaining sugar, flour, and vanilla with mixer until blended. Add sour 

cream, mix well. Add eggs, 1 at a time, mixing on low speed after each just until blended. Pour 

over crust. 

Bake 40 minutes or until center is almost set. Cool completely. Refrigerate 4 hours. 

 

Look for your Membership # in this Newsletter. If you find it and bring 

your current membership card to the next dinner meeting (January), you 

will win ten 50/50 tickets for the drawing at the close of the next monthly meeting.  

Look for your number in this newsletter.  It might be very profitable for you.  A 

member recently won the 50/50 jackpot with his membership # tickets.  It might 

happen to you!  

SUBMITTED BY OUR CHAPTER EDUCATOR, BILLY RUSSELL  

VIRGINIA ACTS OF ASSEMBLY -- CHAPTER 
An Act to amend and reenact § 46.2-833 of the Code of Virginia, relating to traffic lights.  

[H 1981] 
Approved 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Virginia: 
1. That § 46.2-833 of the Code of Virginia is amended and reenacted as follows: 
§ 46.2-833. Traffic lights; penalty. 
A. Signals by traffic lights shall be as follows: 
Steady red indicates that moving traffic shall stop and remain stopped as long as the red 

signal is shown, except in the direction indicated by a lighted green arrow. 
Green indicates the traffic shall move in the direction of the signal and remain in motion as 

long as the green signal is given, except that such traffic shall yield to other vehicles and 

pedestrians lawfully within the intersection. 
Steady amber indicates that a change is about to be made in the direction of the moving of 

traffic. When the amber signal is shown, traffic which has not already entered the 

intersection, including the crosswalks, shall stop if it is not reasonably safe to continue, but 

traffic which has already entered the intersection shall continue to move until the 

intersection has been cleared. The amber signal is a warning that the steady red signal is 

imminent. 
Flashing red indicates that traffic shall stop before entering an intersection. 

http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+46.2-833
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+46.2-833
http://leg1.state.va.us/cgi-bin/legp504.exe?000+cod+46.2-833


 

Flashing amber indicates that traffic may proceed through the intersection or past such 

signal with reasonable care under the circumstances. 
B. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, if a driver of a motorcycle or moped or a 

bicycle rider approaches an intersection that is controlled by a traffic light, the driver or 

rider may proceed through the intersection on a steady red light only if the driver or rider 

(i) comes to a full and complete stop at the intersection for two complete cycles of the traffic 

light or for two minutes, whichever is shorter, (ii) exercises due care as provided by law, 

(iii) otherwise treats the traffic control device as a stop sign, (iv) determines that it is safe to 

proceed, and (v) yields the right of way to the driver of any vehicle approaching on such 

other highway from either direction. 
C. If the traffic lights controlling an intersection are out of service because of a power failure 

or other event that prevents the giving of signals by the traffic lights, the drivers of vehicles 

approaching such an intersection shall proceed as though such intersection were controlled 

by a stop sign on all approaches. The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to: 

intersections controlled by portable stop signs, intersections with law-enforcement officers 

or other authorized persons directing traffic, or intersections controlled by traffic lights 

displaying flashing red or flashing amber lights as provided in subsection A. 
C D. The driver of any motor vehicle may be detained or arrested for a violation of this 

section if the detaining law-enforcement officer is in uniform, displays his badge of 

authority, and (i) has observed the violation or (ii) has received a message by radio or other 

wireless telecommunication device from another law-enforcement officer who observed the 

violation. In the case of a person being detained or arrested based on a radio message, the 

message shall be sent immediately after the violation is observed, and the observing officer 

shall furnish the license number or other positive identification of the vehicle to the 

detaining officer. 
Violation of any provision of this section shall constitute a traffic infraction punishable by a 

fine of no more than $350. 

 
Is it Spring Yet?   By Jim Sharkey and Billy Russell  
 

I don’t know about you but I am ready for some nice weather. I am normally a year 

round rider but I haven’t been on the Wing since mid-November. I haven’t gone 

without riding for this long since I have owned Gold Wings. For my mental health I 

need to go for a ride soon as I am starting to get cranky. 

The real point I am trying to make here is I want to make sure that when I am able  

to start riding again I go about it in a smart and safe manner. I know our co riders are concerned  

that we will go back to riding too soon but I have given this a lot of thought. Let me share  

with you what I have come up with.  

 
1. Make sure the Wing is ready to ride. A few things I will be paying special attention to  

here are:  

Tires and Wheels——Condition of tires (i.e. weathering); Air pressure; Bearings and seals  

Controls———————Smooth operation of clutch and brakes.  

Lights————————Condition (make sure no lens are cracked and etc); Working order  

Oil—————————-Check all fluid levels (brakes, clutch, final drive, radiator) -- I will change oil and 

filter before taking the Wing out.  

Chassis———————Condition (cracks at gussets and accessory mounts) -- Make sure the handle bars 

move smoothly from stop to stop.  

 



 

Kickstand—————-Make sure both are not bent and cracked.  

& Side stand Make sure both operate smoothly and apply lubrication if needed.  

 

Wow, you know what? The above looks just like a T-CLOCK.  

2. Make sure that I am ready to ride. I need to make sure that my legs are ready to support the 

Wing. I plan on starting off with short rides in optimum weather. I will go to a nearby parking lot 

and practice my braking and swerving skills. I believe I will start out with about 30 minutes sessions 

and slowly work my way up to longer rides. I think it will probably take me a week or so to get to 

the point where I can start riding into work. Additionally, since I haven’t been on a bike in so long I 

will have to make sure that I get into the Motorcyclist’s frame of mind and make sure my Rider 

Radar is fully functional. Bottom line is we all want to make sure that every time we ride, our bikes 

and ourselves are ready to roll. If it’s been a while since you have ridden maybe a little extra 

attention to the details would be in order.  

 

Well that’s enough for now.  

Ride Safe – Ride Aware Billy Russell  

  

 

   

After the Chapter D Motorcycle Accident on New Year’s 

Day we need to keep the following folks in our 

thoughts and prayers. 

 

Steve Flournoy was seriously injured in the accident when he was hit from 

behind.  He was in a coma for about a week and is now slowly recovering at 

MCV Hospital and will be undergoing some surgery to fix a broken leg/knee 

and possibly 8 broken ribs.  

 

Debbie Bonham who was thrown from her bike had 3 ribs broken and a 

punctured lung is now recovering after an overnight stay at Chippenham 

Hospital. Her lung has healed and the broken ribs are still causing a great deal 

of pain for her.  She is still under doctor’s care.  

 

Marty Link was thrown from his trike and received road rash, cuts and bruises 

galore.  He had a minor problem with brain bleeding because of a medication 

he is currently taking.  He was hospitalized at Johnston Willis Hospital for 3 

days and is at home recovering. 

 

Lawanna Link was in MCV for bruises, cuts, and also brain bleeding due to her 

medications.  They kept her there for a few days to observe her and she was 

released after a few days and is at home recovering. Let’s keep all these folks 

in your hearts, thoughts and prayers for a complete and swift recovery.   

 

  



 

 

 FOR SALE  

 2006 Honda VTX 1800S3 - that's the Retro model with chrome spoke wheels, flared fenders, and 

the top level of factory chrome.  Black and orange (factory) and loaded with chrome.  She's dressed 

out for touring and has about 7500 miles, Switchblade (removable) windshield with storage bag, 

Cobra sissy bar/backrest/rack, Leather Lyke hard saddle bags, Kuryakyn flame floorboard covers 

and grips, Kuryakyn power pod on the handlebars, Cee Bailey "Bakup" tilting rider backrest, flame 

chrome grill insert, Rivco driving lights and light-bar, Kuryakyn brake pedal cover, Kuryakyn Hyper 

charger with Power Commander, chrome clutch and brake levers, over sized chrome throttle rocker, 

chrome fender accents, Kuryakyn highway bars, mini soft trunk/cooler.  She has never been laid 

down and has been garage kept her whole life.  Only mark on her is a small scratch on the front 

fender from a leather tool bag. 

  

Lists at over $10,000 without the add-ons!   

Asking $8500 - ridiculously low price for this doll. 

  
If you are interested, or know anyone who might be interested in adopting my little (?) girl, please 

contact me. 

Pictures available at the link 

below.https://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=a645aab7da9ffe0d&page=play&resid=A645AAB7D

A9FFE0D!744 

https://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=a645aab7da9ffe0d&page=play&resid=A645AAB7DA9FFE0D%21744
https://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=a645aab7da9ffe0d&page=play&resid=A645AAB7DA9FFE0D%21744


 

 
 

 

FOR SALE:   Dark Red 2006 Gold Wing GL1800 with factory navigation and just 

over 100,000 highway miles.  Garage kept since new.  Custom paint by Mountain 

Man.  Over $26,000 invested – lots of chrome and extras including Kuryakyn chrome 

rack and spoiler, new Avon Cobra tires, Ultimate seat and backrests Muth mirrors 

with LED signals, KRISS Double Eagle headlight modulator, Honda CB.   WAY too 

much to list here.  Any original parts that I have will be included with her (stock 

heated seat & passenger backrest, Utopia rider backrest, etc.), along with a gallon of 

Amsoil synthetic oil and a couple of oil filters.  

Bike goes for the first $15,500.  Full list and lots of pictures available at: 

http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=a645aab7da9ffe0d&page=play&resid=A645

AAB7DA9FFE0D%21761&type=5&Bsrc=EMSHHM&Bpub=SN.Notifications 

  

 If you are interested, or know someone who might be, please contact me at: 

  billywrussell@msn.com 

 Billy Russell, Chapter Educator, GWRRA VA-D 

  

http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=a645aab7da9ffe0d&page=play&resid=A645AAB7DA9FFE0D%21761&type=5&Bsrc=EMSHHM&Bpub=SN.Notifications
http://skydrive.live.com/redir.aspx?cid=a645aab7da9ffe0d&page=play&resid=A645AAB7DA9FFE0D%21761&type=5&Bsrc=EMSHHM&Bpub=SN.Notifications


 

FOR SALE: Kuryakyn 8990 driver backrest for a GL1800. Real good condition. 

The first offer of $100 gets it. Tom Westendorf 804-748-7090. 
 

 

 

 
  

GOLDWING ROAD RIDERS 

ASSOCIATION PRESENTS 

WINGLESS WEEKEND 
 

 

HOSTED BY THE VIRGINIA DISTRICT 
 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY FEBRUARY 17-18 2012 

ATTIRE - SPORTS UNIFORMS & CLOTHING 

Crowne Plaza Hotel, 6531 West Broad St, Richmond VA 

(877) 227-6963 / (804) 285-9951 

Mention GWRRA when making room reservations 

Rooms blocked until February 6, 2012; Room rate $72 per night single/double 

Registration Fee: $32 per person; $12 under age 12; FREE under age 2 

$35 for non-GW RRA members; Saturday Day Pass $10 

Pre-Registration due by February 1, 2012 

 

Come and join the FUN 

Friday Registration 6 – 8:30 pm 

Social Time 

Theme Contest: 

Best Dressed – Male (Home made & Bought) 

Best Dressed – Female (Homemade & Bought) 

Best Theme Dressed – Chapter*47519 

Best Performance (Must have at least 4 members) 

Ice Cream Social following performances 

Saturday Registration 8 AM – 12 Noon 

Seminars 

Chapter Competition Games 

Hospitality Room 

Evening Dinner 

Entertainment/Dancing 50/25/15/10 
DIRECTIONS FROM NORTH: 

TAKE I-95 S, TAKE EXIT 79 OFF OF I-95 S TO GET ON I-64 WEST 

TOW ARDS RICHMOND / CHARLOTTESVILLE, TAKE EXIT 183B 

OFF OF I-64 W TOW ARDS W EST BROAD STREET. 

HOTEL W ILL BE ON THE RIGHT  

FROM SOUTH: TAKE I-95 N, TAKE EXIT 79 OFF OF I-95 N TO GET 



 

ON I-64 W EST TOW ARDS RICHMOND / CHARLOTTESVILLE, 

TAKE EXIT 183B OFF OF I-64 W TOW ARDS W EST BROAD 

STREET. HOTEL W ILL BE ON THE RIGHT  

FROM EAST: GET ON I-64 W BRIEFLY MERGES ONTO TO I-95N, 

TAKE EXIT 79 OFF OF I-95 N TO GET BACK ON I-64 W EST 

TOW ARDS RICHMOND / CHARLOTTESVILLE, TAKE EXIT 183B 

OFF  I-64 W TOWARDS W EST BROAD STREET. HOTEL 

W ILL BE ON THE RIGHT  

FROM W EST: GET ON I-64 E. TAKE EXIT 183 OFF I-64 E 

TOW ARDS W EST BROAD STREET. GO PAST THE FIRST EXIT 

ON GLENSIDE AND TAKE THE SECOND EXIT TOW ARDS 

US 250 / BROAD STREET. HOTEL W ILL BE ON THE RIGHT 

 

Deadline for Pre-Registration is February 1, 2012 

(You must pre-register to be guaranteed the Saturday Night Plated 
Dinner “Only first 250 Guaranteed”) 
No Refunds after February 1, 2012 
Return completed form with check payable to GWRRA Virginia 
Send check to 1613 Dogwood Rd, Powhatan, VA 23139 
Rider GWRRA # Chapter 
CO-Rider GWRRA # 
Pre-Register - GWRRA Member $32 x = $ 
Pre-Register - Non-GWRRA Member $35 x = $ 
Pre-register for Richmond Historical Tour (Saturday): $16 x = $ 
Pre-register for CPR/First Aid class - (Limited to first 12) $30 x = $ 
CPR is the full certification class 
Total: = $________________ 
Plated dinner choice (Choose one): Fried Chicken or Pork Loin 
Address:_________________________________________ 
I would like an e-mail registration confirmation  
I/We agree to hold harmless GWRRA, the Co-sponsoring 
organizations and the property owners for any loss or injury to self 
or property in which I/we may become involved by any reason of 
participation in the event.    Rider Signature: ___________________ 
Co-Rider Signature: _____________________ 

 
 

 
Quilt Square that will represent Chapter D on the 

District Quilt   

By Debbie Dowell 

 

 



 

 

Bio for Chapter Couple of the Year 2012 

GWRRA Chapter D VA 

 

Member #71755 and #71755-01 

Henrico, Va. 23231 

Phone: (804) 222-1303 

Email: dowellmickey@comcast.net 
 

Hello, 

We are Allen & Debbie Dowell. We have been married for 46 years. Allen & I have  

three (3) grown sons, with nine (9) grandchildren and two (2) great grandchildren. We are truly blessed to have such a great 

family. Allen and I have developed a closer relationship over the years with GWRRA. We learned to take the time to listen 

and learn more about the organization and its members.  

 

Allen worked for AT&T for 30 yrs and retired in 2010. He has been a Boy Scout leader  

for 8 years and Little League manager for 7 years. He was born 1947 in Baltimore, Maryland. 

 

I worked for the Federal Board of Education for 9 years. Then later did Accounting for a firm in Virginia. Both of us are 

enjoying retirement.  

 

I was born 1947 in Rockfalls, Ill. In 1985 we moved our family to Virginia due to Allen's job. And what a great decision 

that was, as we both love Virginia.  

 

Allen’s first bike was a 350 Honda, and then later purchased a 1990 blue 1500 Gold Wing. We now own a Red, 2002 Gold 

Wing Trike. I once rode my own 1992 Red Honda Shadow named "Simba‖ from the Lion King movie. The bike was a first 

place winner whenever we entered a bike show. 

 

We joined GWRRA in 1991. We are Charter members of Chapter U, Hanover, VA and Charter members of Chapter W, 

Chester, VA. We have also served on staff with Chapter VA-T in Williamsburg, Va. And now we are active with Chapter 

D, Richmond, VA.  

 

Chapter U 1990 - Membership Coordinators and Activities Coordinators 

 

Chapter T  1992  - Chapter Couple, Membership Coordinators, Events Coordinators 

                  Designed the Chapter Banner 

 

Chapter D 1995- Chapter Couple, Activities Coordinators and coordinated Opening 

      Ceremonies Coordinator for VA State Rally in the Valley for 4 years. 

      1997- Asst. Chapter Directors, Awards Coordinators, Phone Tree Coordinators, 

     Opening Ceremonies for "Rally in the Valley" & Wingless Weekend". 

 

Chapter W 2005- Activities Coordinators, Phone Tree Coordinators 

       2009- Asst. Chapter Directors 

 

Chapter D 2010- Activities - Coordinators for Rally in the Valley and Wingless Weekend 

       2011- Designed the Chapter Banner, and Flags for the banquet tables for the rally.  

 

Allen & I has always speak positively and give150% for GWRRA. We enjoy being a part of this Association 

and traveling throughout the states and meeting new & old friends. We will always represent our Chapter with pride.  

  

Over years we have made so many new friends and enjoyed making our family larger. Allen and I have traveled all over 

the United States on our motorcycles, and we hope we can continue it.   There's so much to see, learn, and many more 

friends to meet.  

 

We wear our Gold Wing vest with pride, not only to show our pride in a great organization (GWRRA), and our Chapter, 

but for ourselves too. We have always tried to keep a positive image when speaking with others, but best of all, having fun 

and believing in ourselves. 

 

 

 



 

Richard and Debbie Bonham 

Chester, VA 23831  

richarbb@comcast.net  

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

GOLD WING ROAD RIDERS ASSOCIATION 
MOTTO:  FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY AND KNOWLEDGE 

Your Next Monthly Gathering will be at Candela’s on 

Midlothian on  JANUARY 25, 2012 

Eating at 6 PM and Meeting at 7 PM  
  

 

 

® 
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